And they also say that there was a certain self-denying
and ascetic brother who wished to go to the city to sell his
handiwork, and to buy the things which he needed ; and
he called a brother, and said unto him, " Come with me,
and let us go and return together." And when they had
gone as far as the gate of the city, the man of abstinence
said unto his companion, " Sit down here, O my brother,
and wait for me while I go in and perform my business ;
and I will return speedily/' And having gone into the city,
and wandered round about in the streets, a certain rich
woman tried her blandishments upon him, and he stripped
off his monk's garb and took her to wife. Then he sent a
message to his companion, saying, " Arise, get thee to
thy cell, for I can never see thee again." Now the man
who had been sent to him with this message related unto
him the whole matter, even as it had happened, and he
said to the messenger, " God forbid that such things
should be spoken about my holy brethren, and God forbid
that I should depart from this place until my brother
cometh, according to his word to me." And having tarried
there a long time, and ceasing not from weeping and pray-
ing either by night or by day, the report of him was heard
throughout the city, and the clergy, and the monks, and
the governors of the city entreated him to depart to his
monastery, but he would not hearken unto their supplica-
tion, and he said, " I cannot trangress my brother's com-
mand, and I cannot leave this place until we go back
together to the monastery." So he stayed there for seven
years, being burned by heat in the summer, and dried up
by the cold and ice.in the winter, and with hunger, and
thirst, and weeping, and watching, he made supplication
on behalf of bis brother. Then at length one day his
former companion came unto him, dressed in costly
garments, and said unto him, " O So-and-So, I am he
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